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Why the Soul is united to the Body

THIS substance, and this spirit of God's own making,
Is in the body placed, and planted here:
'That both of God, and of the world partaking,
Of all that is, Man might the image bear/

God first made angels bodiless pure minds,
Then other things, which mindless bodies be;
Last, He made Man, the horizon 'twixt both kinds,
In whom we do the World's abridgement see.

Besides, this World below did need one wight
Which might thereof distinguish every part,
Make use thereof, and take therein delight,
And order things with industry and art:

Which also God might in His works admire,

And here, beneath, yield Him both prayer and praise,

As there, above, the holy angels' quire

Doth spread His glory with spiritual lays.

Lastly, the brute unreasonable wights
Did want a visible king on them to reign:
And God Himself thus to the World unites,
That so the World might endless bliss obtain.

In what manner the Soul is united to the *Bodj

BUT how shall we this union well express?
Naught ties the Soul: her subtilty is such,
She moves the Body, which she doth possess,
Yet no part toucheth but by Virtue's touch.

Then dwells she not therein as in a tent,
Nor as a pilot in his ship' doth sit,
Nor as the spider in her web is pent,
Nor as the wax retains the print in it,

Nor as a vessel water doth contain,
Nor as one liquor in another shed,
Nor as the heat doth in the fire remain,
Nor as a voice throughout the air is spread: